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essential to get troops across to deal with these defences!
the building of the bridge could begin. It was decided 1
covering force should be put across in three ferries working be-
tween points downstream of the bridge-site, and that each
ferry should convey one battalion of infantry. At first it
was intended that this covering force should be landed by
night, but the difficulties of making an accurate landing in the
darkness, and of adequately supporting the infantry by
observed artillery, machine gun and trench mortar fire were
so clearly foreseen that finally it was decided that the
crossing should not begin until it was light enough to see.
While the 3rd Corps was carrying out the multifarious
preparations for the crossing., the 1st Corps displayed ab-
normal activity in front of Sannaiyat in order to attract the
enemy's attention.
On the 21st February, General Maude's dispositions were:
1st Corps.—7th Division with two battalions of the 3rd
Division attached) on the left bank opposite
Sannaiyat. 3rd Division (less one and half
brigades) occupying the right bank from Sannai-
yat to the Hai.
3rd Corps.—Between the Hai and the Canal running south
from the southern end of the Shumran bend
were the 13th Division and one brigade from the
1st Corps The 14th Division, which was to
make the crossing, was concentrated near Kala
Haji Fahan.
Cavalry Division.—At Besouia.
On the morning of the 22nd, General Maude issued his
order for the operations. The 1st Corps was to act vigour-
ously at Sannaiyat on the 22nd, and was to make an assault
(on a limited objective) with the object of drawing the enemy
defences. In addition, 1st Corps was to display great activity
on the right bank and on the night 22nd/23rd, was to carry
out a raid across the river at Magasis in order to mislead
the enemy over General Maude's real intention. The 3rd
Corps was to push a covering-force across the river at
Shumran at dawn on the 23rd, to establish a bridgehead on
the left bank and, while pushing the enemy back and holding
him away from the river line, to construct a bridge at
the south end of the peninsula. After this, the 3rd Corps
•was to cross the river and advance to clear the Shumran
peninsula. The Cavalry Division was to be at one hour's
notice from 0900 hours on the 23rd. The Eoyal Flying

